A HORSE FOR RICHARD 111
IN a recent article, Maurice Pope discussed the

s famous and repeated cry in
m:muMAMEMyHWﬁ;
a horse!” Mr Pope considered that the repeti-
tion of the line was a result of faulty textual |
transmission, and that cither its first or it5

repeated lines as they stand are consistent,

intelligible, and explicable.

The following quotation places the lines in

context:

Catefshr]. Rescue, may bord of Norfolk, rescue, rescus’
The King enacts mofe wotsher s (hsah & .

Daring an opposite 1o every danger
His horse t shain, and all on foxst he Bghts
Seeking for Richmond in the throst of death
Rescue, taur bord, o chee the day i k!
Alarumia. | Enter [KINGY RICHARD
K Rich A hore, s borse! ey bisngdom for o bors!
Care. Withdraw, my loid, TH help you 10 & horse
{ Kich Slave. | have vt miv Life upwei & Cast,
And | will stand the harand of the die
think there be sin Richmonds in the fiekt,
“we have | alain towday insie asd of ham
A horse, & horse' my kingdom for 3 horse? | Earun |
(Vivi-13)

As the scene opens, on a part of Bosworth
Jatlefield, Catesby is requesting help from
vorfolk. Mr Pope considered that as Norfolk is
iddressed twice, and does not answer, some
rart of the text is missing. But later in the act, the
udience learns that Norfolk 1s dead, so it seems
easonable 1o suggest that he does not reply to
‘atesby because he s hard-pressed, about to
lie, or already dead. In between making his
ppeals, Catesby describes Richard's conduct
1 the battle; Richard started the battle
wunted, but his horse has since been killed,
nd he continues to fight on foot.

When Richard arrives, he does so uttering his
imous linc. Mr Pope wonders whom he is
ddressing; the answer, it might well be sug-
ested, is anyone and everyone within earshot.
utwhat is he requesting, and what si

there in the form of words he uses?

Richard wants a horse, but not one on which
v escape. Rather, he wants a warhorse. He
ants an animal resembling the modern Shire
arse, a breed ‘known in mediacval times as the
reat Horse used in battle when riders with
mour could weigh as much as 30 st. [190.5
! He wishes, quite naturally, as an armoured
ught accustomed to fighting from horseback,

remount if possible. He is willing to continue
¢ battle on foot, if he has to, until the issue is

solved, but he would obviously prefer to be

' Quoted from The Riverside Shakespeare, od. G. Blake-
:rtl-.umi&mm. 1974)

Summerhays' Encyclopasdia for Horsemen, comp. R. S
:;';::nm Stclla A. Walker (London, 1952; rev. edn

"My kingdom for a horse’ can be interpreted
as meaning ‘right now, | would give anything or
everything | have for a horse 1o be available’; it
might also contain the implication ‘I will richly

also present: Richard's cry is heroic, but there is
no reason why it cannot also be poignant.)
When Catesby hears Richard's cry, he misinter-

gests is that Richard should withdraw from the
battle, to a place beyond it, where he knows he
can procure & horse - presumably one bred for
speed rather than war. This would be a type of
horse to the one that Mr Pope
notes was to Richard in Shakespeare’s
source, Hall and Holinshed, ‘a swift and a light
horse”." (These epithets show that the chroni-
clers understood the distinction between war-
horses and horses to escape on.) So Richard is
offered the wrong kind of horse, and it is avail-
able only at a distance and in the future. Richard
10 Catesby that he intends to stay and
and then leaves him, as he is clearly unable
to supply what is needed. As he departs for
another part of the battlefield (leaving the stage
, and for the last time in the play), he
calls ahead of him, for a spare warhorse, repeat-
ing the words with which he entered.
this explanation is accepted, it will be seen

' Quosted in Pope, 473,



